Running Head: WATER ISSUES IN FLINT, MICHIGAN	1

Water Issues in Flint Michigan		6








Water Issues in Flint, Michigan
[Name]
[Institution affiliation]
[Course]
[Date]








[bookmark: _GoBack]Water Issues in Flint, Michigan
1. In which area of civic engagement does your issue best fit
Leading. Because it involves creating and leading an advocacy towards promoting clean water in the Michigan state particularly in Flint.
2. What is the current situation with regards to your issue
Lead exposure in the US has declined significantly since the 1980s. However, even a small amount of Lead present in the blood levels is not safe. In Flint, approximately 12, 000 children have been exposed to Lead through drinking water containing high levels of Lead and as a result, they may experience a range of serious health issues. In 2016, scientific studies proved that lead was present in the water supply to Flint and therefore the residents were instructed to us bottled water or filtered water for purposes of cooking, drinking, bathing and cleaning (Nelson, 2016). Currently there is some evidence that the situation is improving and the lead level is contained below the federal action level. Notably however, most of the Flint residents are still getting their water supply from the lead pipes. In 2019 January, Flint residents and officials still expressed doubts whether the water was indeed safe for drinking or household chores. While there has been the project of replacing the lead pipes, currently there are approximately 2500 lead service lines still in place (Jackson, 2017). 

3. Root causes often issue
The root cause for the water crisis in Flint was the improperly treated river water that was corrosive thus causing lead from the aging pipes to leach in the water supply. When Flint failed to treat the water properly and the state failed to test it, the leaching lead led to extremely increased levels of lead toxins in the water (Denchak, 2018). The situation actually became a scandal because the water crisis kept going on in plain sight for many months without action from the state even though at the time Flint was run by an emergency manager appointed by the state. 

4. The social/ historical context of your issue
The water crisis in Flint Michigan did not really start in 2014. Rather is goes way back in decades. Flint was one of the most segregated cities in the North and also the third moist segregated in the nationwide. It became a destination for most African-American migrates who came from the South and the population exploded. The issue of water crisis in Flint is an issue of environmental injustice which was a result of bad decisions (Erikson, 2018). In 2014, the city switched its drinking water supply from the Detroit system to the Flint River with the aim of saving cost (Erikson, 2018). In the move to use Flint River water, the water treatment and testing was poorly done and this created serious water quality and health issues for the Flint residents (Denchak, 2018). The Flint residents complained about the discolored water, foul smell and off-taste in the water for over 18 months but the complaints were continually ignored, overlooked and discounted. Soon after, the residents were having skin rashes, itchiness on the skin and hair loss. It was then discovered that the Flint water was plagued by lead and other contamination. This water crisis coincided with the outbreak of the Legionnaires disease that killed 12 people and made other 87 people sick between 2014 June and 2015 October (Jackson, 2017). It was found that it was likely that there was  failure to maintain sufficient chlorine in the water by the city necessary to disinfect the water. 
5. Current strategies deployed to address the issue? Physical intervention and social media campaign
Physical Intervention
Supply of water by trucks from companies and celebrities.
Social media campaign
Use of Twitter  and other social media platforms to highlight the issue and champion actions from the government and other stakeholders. 

6. Evaluate current strategies and campaigns as described. What makes them successful, unsuccessful? What obstacles do they face?
Bottled Water supply from companies and celebrities
This intervention has not been successful in achieving the objectives of supplying enough water for all residents to significantly help meet all the needs of water in homes. This program is aimed at providing water for the residents in order to help them stop using the lead contaminated water. The water supply from celebrities and companies has fairly worked out for the residents but it has not been sufficient to meet all the water needs for each resident in the city. Notably, using bottled water to cater for all household chores that require water needs is not politically and environmentally sustainable. In the United States, the average person uses approximately 101.5 gallons of water every day. This is amount of water use is ridiculous especially if supplied as bottled water. The main barrier for this intervention is the cost. Providing bottled water every day for every resident is significantly costly. 
Social Media campaign
The social media is increasingly used to spread awareness for the water crisis in Flint, raise awareness, and encourage relevant stakeholders to participate in the efforts to solve the crisis. Social media sites have allowed for news stories regarding the water issues and crisis and prevention efforts towards eliminating the problem and restoring safe water for drinking for the residents. The social media sites have allowed for public opinions and comments hence providing a more powerful message to those who are involved in the crisis and targeted policymakers and stakeholders relevant to correct the issue. The water crisis in Flint was a huge exposure that gained a national attention due to the social media. The social media particularly Twitter hashtags exposed the crisis by highlighting what was going on in Flint. Social activists and celebrities also contributed significantly through their social media accounts by tweeting and posting about the water crisis. Additionally, these celebrities and social activists voiced their opinions and anger through social media. The social media campaigns were effective in communicating the crisis and creating new attitudes in people thus promoting awareness of the water crisis that necessitated for an action to be taken to correct the situation.  The social media has been effective in emphasizing the message of prevention and dealing with the root causes which facilitated the water crisis.
7. Potential solutions or strategies recommended addressing the issue
Some of the potential solutions include; 
1. replacing the lead pipes and switching them for plastic pipes is an effective solution and cost effective instead of moving all Flint residents to other cities or states as this can potentially be very expensive and may negatively affect many people.  
2. Switch back to the Detroit water supply even though the cost is slightly higher, it is a possible solution than continuing to use the Flint River water. This however is a short term goal and there needs to be a long-term solution. 
3. Thoroughly investigate the water –lead problem through thorough testing and treatment to ensure the situation will not be repeated again. 
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